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Julie, Donna, and Ron Kaufmann take in the sun and some shopping at the Tarpon Springs outing.
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a chat with the pastor

fiJesus sai d, 6Let the little chil
and do not hinder them,

for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as theBe0

o Matthew 19:14

£

The trends are clear. As churchgoing people get older and young families gravitate more towards non

denominational <churches with bigger childrendés progran
a rarity to see children pass through their doors. That just makes it all the more clear how blessed we are to have
children in worship. When those young ones gather up
all around the sanctuary.

But | keep hearing stories of I ocal churches that

dropped nursery, Sunday school and youth ministries altogether. The trends are worrisome to all of us who love
children and wonder how Christian faith will get passed on to future generations. With all the distractions,
temptations and negative influences facing young people in our world today, when will they hear about Jesus and
how will they learn to follow him? So how should we focus our priorities as a church family?

When Carl Haberland died last month, | felt bad for the children in our congregation. Here was a man
who knew how important these little ones are to God. He would come and speak to confirmation classes (even
making the long and, for him, painful trip up to Dade City) about the unconditional love of Jesus, and how they
always have a friend they can pray to for help. He made donations to ministries and organizations bringing relief
to suffering children locally and in the third world. And he always smiled and spoke to the children, getting to
know as many of the youth of our congregation as he could by name.

Blessed as we are, we keep sharing the blessing with the smallest in our midst. | thank each one of you
for sharing that spirit of Jesus, who welcomed all the children and blessed each one.

Peace,
Pastor Scott

fla chat with the pastoro is online at: http: /.
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Counterclockwise from left:
i AiChadwi cko pre
"of this year 6s BV
Daytona:Be Different, Natalie at”
i , the Cypress Rec Center; Georgé =
and Jake playing kickball with the
kids; time for Bible study; Cotta
and Matthias are amused and
amazed at how creative Matt gets
with the pizza
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August Youth News

Next youth meeting will be August7after service. We will recap the Daytona
Mission trip. We have to make plans for other upcoming events and fund raisers
for the Youth.

Uni v e ReelkathhedJriversea n d D i Nsght efyJdysvill be September 9 &

10, 2011. List of the bands playing and group tickets will also be discussed. Ticket
deadline for group ticket prices $&ptember 1, 2011

2012 National Youth Gatheringn New Orleans will be held July 1&, 2012.

The theme is Citizens with the Saints. Based on Ephesians2L. Registration
opensOctober 9, 201And will close once 39,000 students have registered. Those
entering 9' grade in 2012 through those graduating high school 2012 are the only
one eligible to participate. A $ 150 nonrefundable deposit per student will be due
at time of registration. For more information you may check it out online at
http://www.elca.org/Growingn-Faith/Ministry/YouthrMinistry/Youth-
Gathering.aspx

Youth will not be having another yard sale until fall. Please either hold
your donations or make arrangements with youth leader for your donations.
Please do not just drop off items in the youth room.

Youth are still collecting aluminum cans for recycling. Please place
cans outside fellowship hal/l I n or nea
do not leave these cans in the youth room as these bags can leave spots on the car-
pet.

The large lighter green dumpster is for recycling paper, cardboard,
magazines through the compa@yeen Fiber. The items are then shredded to
make recycled fiber for insulation. We received a call that trash was in this dump-
ster and they would not pick it up till trash was removed which we did. Please be
careful as to which dumpster you are putting trash in.


http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Youth-Ministry/Youth-Gathering.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Youth-Ministry/Youth-Gathering.aspx
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Youth are still selling merchant discount cards:

See one of the Youth to get your discount card today!
Each card is $20 and is good for just over a year!
You can enjoy these discounts in Zephyrhills and Wesley
Chapel
over and over again.

Thank You,
Brenda Lenz
Youth Leader



