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Discover Godôs Love  
 

is the monthly newsletter of 
 

Atonement Lutheran Church  
 

29617 State Rd. 54  Wesley Chapel, FL  33543 

Office: (813) 973-2211    Fax: (813) 973-0950     Email: office@be-at-1.org 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP:  8:30 and 10am 

 

Pastor Scott Lindner   Choir Director Ruby Agnir 

 Office Coordinator Kay Edwards  Keyboard Player Kenneth Hanks 

Newsletter Editor Carol Reams 

 

on the web: 
 

 MAIN SITE  www.be-at-1.org  

 MULTIMEDIA atonementlutheran.net 

 YOUTUBE  http://www.youtube.com/user/AtonementWC 

 PICTURES  https://picasaweb.google.com/116772807984860510984 

 FACEBOOK    http://www.facebook.com/group.php?v=wall&gid=194919999965 

Atonementôs 2012 council: l to rðFitzroy Williams, Frank Reams, Frank Fernandez, Howard 

Gayheart, Scott Giesking, Cassie Lenz, Hannah Ungerer, Joe Zummo, Detlev Aeppel. 

http://www.be-at-1.org
atonementlutheran.net
http://www.youtube.com/user/AtonementWC
https://picasaweb.google.com/116772807984860510984
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?v=wall&gid=194919999965


DISCOVER GODôS LOVE    Page 3   February 2012  

 

 
a chat with the pastor 

 
God knows the way that I take; 

When he has tested me, I will come forth as gold. 

My feet have closely followed his steps;  

I have kept to his way without turning aside. 
I have not departed from the commands of his lips; 

I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread. 

 
ð Job 23: 10-12 

 Jobôs story just doesnôt make sense.  He is a good man who insists he has done no 

wrong, and yet every conceivable bad thing has happened to him.   His property destroyed, 

family members killed, and finally cursed by a dreadful disease, he leaves town and camps out 

at the local dump where he goes to be alone in his misery.  When his friends come out to cheer 

him up, they just end up criticizing him and making his pain worse than before by insisting that 

God must have had a good reason to do what He did to Job.  Assuming that God is punishing 

Job, they sit and speculate what kind of awful things Job must have done to deserve it. 

 Some people think of Lent as a time when weôre supposed to ñtake our punishmentò and  

dig into our souls to dwell upon the sin that we know is in there.  But there is a more profound, 

positive and productive way to look at the season.  Lent is an invitation ð our launching pad 

into the renovated lifestyle of the ñGod Movement.ò  We who have been called by Jesus to live 

his love deeply in the world are invited to discover new ways of being.  We who are awakened 

to the awareness of our sin are invited into the circle of confession, repentance, and forgiveness 

that characterizes the life of the Spirit.  We who are baptized and claimed for Godôs kingdom 

are invited to share our stories and embrace those who are hurting.  Lent helps us do all that. In 

itôs call to live a life shaped and disciplined by the cross, Godôs presence is revealed in pain and 

suffering and we learn how to love those with the deepest need Godôs blessing in their lives. 

Left: The family of Jack Howard Libertz assemble at Atonement January 22 for his baptism; 

Right: Frank and Carol Reams celebrating their 55 year wedding anniversary. 
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 At the 10am services this Lent, I will present INVITED TO LIFE ð a series of 

messages about the ways God invites us to live our faith.  We will hear stories such as ð 

 February 26 Fresh out of the ark, God invites Noah to live as Godôs friend 

 March 4 Abraham and Peter are invited to widen the scope of their faith 

 March 11 Moses and the Israelites are invited to turn their beliefs into a lifestyle 

 March 18 Jesus invites the world to walk the path of healing and eternal life 

 March 25 The disciples invite visitors from a far country to come see the Lord 

 In addition to regular Sunday services and Ash Wednesday worship on February 22 

followed by mid-week worship and 

soup suppers, Marcia Weil will lead 

a short Bible study each Sunday 

morning before the 10am service.   

 Palm Sunday, which falls on 

April 1 this year, we will be turning 

April Fools day on its head.  Weôre 

calling it APRIL FRIENDS DAY, 

making a special invitation to bring 

our friends and neighbors to 

worship at Atonement so that they 

may hear Godôs personal invitation 

to  join the ñGod Movement.ò  We 

want to do better than Jobôs friends, 

who just sat around and put him 

down.  At the end of that story, God shows up and reveals his glory and majesty to Job and his 

friends.  We pray that our friends and neighbors can have that blessing of knowing God in their 

lives.  Letôs invite them all to experience the God who invites us all to life! 

 Peace, 

 
  Pastor Scott 
 
    ña chat with the pastorò is online at:  

http://pastorchat.blogspot.com/ 

Christmas celebrations 

abounded at Atonement!  
The choir sang a stirring 

cantata at church (left and 

right) and on the road.  

Pastor Enrique Amoros and 

Anthony Perez (below) share 

the message on Christmas 

day.  Next page: Helping 

hands food pantry volunteers 

share toys and love along 

with food; top right: George 

and Brian Lindner play at 

the Wolfôs Den restaurant 

Christmas Eve. 
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Meet your Congregation 
 

This will be a monthly article of  the worshipers in our church.. 

This month is Carla Haberland 

 

I was born in LeMars, Iowa, at that time a small rural town located in the northwest corner of Iowa,  Au-

gust 24, 1951.  I am the oldest of four girls ï two of my sisters living in 
the Tampa area and the youngest currently residing in a small town in 

Penn.  Being raised most of my younger years on a farm, I had the 

privilege of being around a lot of animals and learning a lot of the sim-
pler things of life including cook- ing, crafting and enjoying family.  Af-

ter graduating from high school in LeMars I attended a career college in 

Omaha, Nebr.  Upon graduation my roommate and I decided to move on to 

bigger and better things and ven- tured off to Florida.  Neither of us ever 
being in Florida before, we headed  for Miami.  Taking the scenic route 

and enjoying ourselves on the way with a three day stop in Tampa we fi-

nally arrived in Miami.  It did not take us long to realize that two naive 
farm girls were not meant for Mi- ami and we headed back to Tampa.  

After a short employment as a secretary for a company which went bankrupt within six months I started 

working for a local developer/builder in the Quail Hollow area where I ventured into the real estate busi-

ness and obtained by real estate brokers license. 
In 1976 I met my best friend and husband, Carl who at that time was a local builder and sold local real 

estate to individuals in the country of Panama and the Panama Canal Zone.  After being married January 

29, 1977 we worked together in real estate and eventually opened Qauil Hollow Realty and Investment 
handling sales and rentals in the Quail Hollow and surrounding Wesley Chapel, Lutz/Land O Lakes 

area.  We had a very blessed marriage of 34 years not only being soul mates but the best of friends 

which I am very thankful for. 
Being raised in a German/Lutheran community, church was very important.  Mom made sure we at-

tended Church, Sunday School through Sr year of high school, Confirmation Classes and Luther 

League; however, upon my leaving home ï even though the beliefs and values were strongly engraved 

in my heart, I, like so many young, stopped attending church on a regular basis.  In 1993 my mother, 
Darlene Liles who was a charter member at Atonement, got me back into attending church on a regular 

basis.  In 1996 Carl and I joined Atonement and slowly became more and more involved in our church. 

Our biggest pleasures were simple enjoying our two four legged girls, our grandchildren when can and 
escaping to our vacation home in Lake Panasoffkee spending time fishing and enjoying the slow pace 

and having friends and family up for meals and airboat rides. 

My life has been truly blessed.  Carl and I learned early on that the Lord helps those that help others and 
our home has always been open to all.  In July of this past year the Lord decided to take my husband, 

best friend and partner of 34 years home.  This has been a major change in my life but I have faith that 

the Lord does all for a reason and he has plans for me I do not see yet.  I spend most of my time now 

continuing to try to help others by working with our food pantry ministry at Atonement as well as other 
areas in the church.  One thing I have learned is how important a good church family is.  I know it is not 

necessary to go to church every Sunday to go to heaven, but I am thankful for a strong mother who was 

persistent in making sure us girls were active in church as children which instilled those unspoken rules 
and values in us when we were young.  I am also thankful for being fortunate enough to have a good 

church family (you all are the best) which is there for you when things are hard and you need support.  

Thank you all for always being there for me.  God Bless you All. 
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2011 TOTALS 

FAMILIES SERVED       8,896 

CONSISTING OF       29,186 INDIVIDALS 

PASSING OUT             266,787.39 POUNDS OF FOOD 
 
Another year is gone and we survived again.  It is hard to believe that we physically handled 
over 266,000 pounds of food.  We canôt offer enough thanks to our volunteers.  It is a lot of 
work and they have been there for us week in and week out. 
 
In addition, USDA foods have also dropped tremendously this year and the availability of 19 
cent a pound salvage goods available for purchase from SHFB have also dropped tremen-
dously.  Another major thank you goes out to all in our congregation who have contributed as 
well as the various schools, organizations, SweetBay on Old Pasco Road, Bagelicous, Wal-
greens at the corner of 54/Bruce B Downs, the Wesley Chapel Mail Carriers during the 2011 
postal food drive and the Wesley Chapel Community as a whole.  We could not have done this 
without the help of all of you.  Please remember to take a moment to say thank you for the 
support the various stores show us on a continued weekly basis.  They all have helped in us 
having the foods available where we have not had to turn anyone in need away. 
 
Easter treats were passed out in 2011 thanks to the women from Saddlebrook; Motherôs day 
treats were passed out to the mothers thanks to the giraffe club at the Academy At the Lakes 
Private School; School supplies were passed out thanks to the generosity of our congregation; 
225 turkeys were passed out thanks to the generosity of  our congregation, our SOS event, 
Thrivent, the Garden Montessori School, the Womenôs Club of Zephyrhills, and the community; 
and finally toys were supplied for the children of our recipients with the help of our congrega-
tion, Phoenix Industries, The Academy @ the Lakes giraffe Club, Millerôs Ale House, and the 
community (we actually had toys to spare which were donated to Resurrection House). 
 
The year ended with a $500 donation from the Christmas Tree Lot run by the Zummo family. 
 
Thank you to all.  We could not have done any of this without your help.  Everyone came 
through and we are starting the year with approx. $6,000 in operating funds (all through dona-
tions) to carry forward this year and continue to do the Lordôs work in assisting to take care of 
the less fortunate. 
 
2012 has started out with continued blessings with a local charitable foundation approaching 
us and wanting to donate the funds necessary for the purchase and installation of an exterior 
walk in cooler for the assistance in storage of perishable items.  This will not only be a blessing 
for the pantry ï but also give additional refrigeration for the church. 
 
ALL WE CAN SAY IS THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED HELP AND SUPPORT AND 
PRAYERS FOR THIS SPECIAL MINISTRY OF ATONEMENT. 
CARLA AND YVETTE. 
Matthew 25:40  ñAnd the King will say,ôI tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me.ô  

HELPING  

 

 HANDS 

 

  PANTRY 
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The election of Atonement WELCA officers was held at the January 

14
th

 meeting.   Barb Turner was re -elected as president, and Carla 

Haberland was elected as treasurer.  Both are two -year terms.  

February 12:  WELCA Sunday  -   WELCA members will be participating 

in the service and providing Fellowship including the February birth-

day cake.  ( Beginning in 2012, WELCA Sunday will be the 2
nd

 Sunday 

of the month.)   We invite all ladies of the church to participate.  

February 11:  WELCA Meeting  ð 10 AM at the church.  We will be com-

pleting plans for the Spring Bazaar on March 17 and the Sew Much 

Comfort sew -a-thon on April 14, preparing baby shower bags for the 

shower on February 18, and anything else we need to do.  

March 17:  Spring Bazaar  ð We are formulating plans for our annual 

spring event.  More information will be coming.  

April 14:  Sew -a-Thon  to benefit Sew Much Comfort, a national pro-

gram to adapt clothing for wounded service personnel.  Last year we 

adapted boxer shorts.  More information will be coming on this event.  

*********************************************************************  

WELCA is an active group here at Atonement.  We encourage more of 

you ladies to join us and get involved in our ministry.  For more infor-

mation, contact team leader Barb Turner at turnerfcrv@yahoo.com  or 

813 -713 -5771.  Many hands are needed!  There is so much to do!  Big-

gest benefit?  The fellowship of this group which is wonderful!   

mailto:turnerfcrv@yahoo.com
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THE MUSIC CORNER 
 

Itôs always a good time to think on or write about Love, but no time better than the month of 
February.  I call it the Love Month, not only because Valentineôs Day is in it, but also it is the 
month of Aquarius and Pisces, both signs underscoring loving and caring. 
 
Because my astrology sign is Aquarius, I can tell you what an Aquarius personality is sup-
posed to be.  This is what my research came up with. 
 
Open-minded, liberal and have a definite sense of mission. Enjoy putting into practice 
that which is good for all. Refuse to dictate or be dictated to. At home with different cul-
tures and people.  Love working with diverse groups. Strong on reformation and may 
sometimes intentionally go against the grain in order to draw focus on some revolution-
ary or innovative plan for the future. A great individualizer, goal is to become that 
'uncommon creature' within the larger group. Always impartial and nonsectarian.  Focus 
is on the goal which is always one that is for the many and not the few.  Good intuition 
and humor.  A great affinity for music and poetry.  
 
Okay, now why am I including all this in this column?  Because all these characteristics seem 
to affirm or concur with what the Lord has indicated or exemplified and wants us to have.  
When we have these characteristics, it is easy for our world to be able to say, ñLove grows 
here, and it begins with me.ò  As for me, I am still trying to live up to this Aquarius personality. 
 
It is always exciting for me to find music, i.e. anthems, that are great for this Love Month.  Very 
seldom do I look for songs that are about erotic or romantic love.  It is the agape kind of love 
that I look for in the texts of ñloveò songs.  Godôs love.   The love that Jesus exemplified.  And if 
agape love infuses the erotic or romantic kind, then all is well with the world! 
 
Therefore, the first thing for me is to find texts that describe or allude to the love of God for us.  
Then, Iôd look for texts that describe how we can return that love to God by expressing and re-
flecting His love to others. 
 
The first anthem I have chosen for the choir to sing this month is ñGodôs Gift of Love,ò from the 
cantata Behold the Glory.  It reminds as that Loveôs name is Jesus, the Bethlehem Babe, 

whose ñlove abounds to everyone.ò  For the Sunday before Valentineôs Day, we will assert that 
ñLove Grows Here,ò and that it ñteaches us how to care.ò  And some time in the month, we will 
sing an anthem that expresses the love of our Lord for us, as He says ñDo Not Fear, for You 
Are Mine.ò 
 
What is also great about this particular February is that the season of Lent will begin before the 
month ends.  Godôs love for us will be underscored as we focus our minds and hearts on the 
greatest expression of Love that God gave to us ï His only begotten Son redeeming us from 
our sins, and if we believe in His unconditional and sacrificing love for us, He will grant us eter-
nal life ï if we believe. 
 

 
     
 

Choir Director   
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02/04  Cindy Martin 
02/06  Anthony Santoro 
02/08  Chris Zummo 
02/10  Barbara Turner 
02/11  Dick Gerle 
02/12  Natalie Santoro 
02/13  Marcia Weil 
02/14  Mary Bleakney 
02/14  Valerie Breighner 
02/15  Jennifer Patten 
02/18  Dominic Santoro 
02/24  Doris Watts 
02/26  Jamie Bartell 
02/28  Suzi Morgan 
 
If your birthday was missed, Iôm sorry. 
Give the office a call and tell them when 
your birthday is, thank you. We donôt 
want to exclude anyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
02/26  Fitzroy & Yvette Williams 
 
Only anniversary in Feb. Again, if I 
missed you, Iôm sorry, please call the 
office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Valentineôs sacrifice 

  Every February 14, we celebrate the 
loved ones in our lives with cards, flow-
ers and chocolate. But Valentineôs Day 
has another meaning thatôs been lost. 
  First declared a holiday by King Henry 
VIII of England in 1537, it commemo-
rates the beheading of St. Valentine on 
February 14, 270 AD His crime? Per-
forming wedding ceremonies after Ro-
man Emperor Claudius II had outlawed 
marriage. 
  Valentine was martyred for faithfully do-
ing the work Gad had given him. Al-
though itôs good to celebrate love and 
marriage, letôs also remember the cour-
age of a man who gave his life following 
his convictions. 

Special Dates  
 

§ African-American History Month 
§ Boy Scout Sunday, Feb. 5th 
§ Valentines Day, Feb. 14th 
§ Transfiguration of our Lord, Feb. 19th 
§ Presidents Day, Feb. 20th 
§ Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22nd 
§ First Sunday in Lent, Feb. 26th 

ðððððð 
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THE STORY OF NOAH.  
 
Casted with more than 200 people and more than 100 live animals, this 
mammoth, theatrical adventure will take the viewer on a remarkable jour-
ney of faith as they witness the struggle of the great patriarch to complete 
the will of God. Every detail of the story, as revealed in the Bible, will come 
to life with remarkable realism, that will sweep the audience back in time to 
the early days of the human race.  
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