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Discover God’s Love

is the monthly newsletter of

Atonement Lutheran Church

29617 State Rd. 54 Wesley Chapel, FL 33543
Office: (813) 973-2211 Fax: (813) 973-0950 Email: office@be-at-1.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 8:30 and 10am

Pastor Scott Lindner Choir Director Ruby Agnir
Office Coordinator Kay Edwards Keyboard Player Kenneth Hanks
Newsletter Editor Carol Reams
on the web:

MAIN SITE www.be-at-1.org
MULTIMEDIA atonementlutheran.net
YOUTUBE http://www.youtube.com/user/AtonementWC
PICTURES https://picasaweb.google.com/116772807984860510984

FACEBOOK http://www.facebook.com/group.php?v=wall&gid=194919999965

Our annual “Home for Thanksgiving” portrait, taken after the service on Nov. 20, 2011


http://www.be-at-1.org
atonementlutheran.net
http://www.youtube.com/user/AtonementWC
https://picasaweb.google.com/116772807984860510984
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DISCOVER GOD’'S LOVE Page 3 January 2012

a chat with the pastor

...they continued to meet together in the temple courts.
They broke bread in their homes,
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

— Acts 2:46-47

There is God, lying in a manger. Wrapped in cloth, sleeping peacefully. Then waking,
crying for food. As the baby Jesus is held, cuddled, burped, and changed — so is God. What a
mystery! What a surprise! What an honor — to find God right here among us, under the same
roof and in our world. But then, isn’t it Ais world?

Our faith has always taught that God cares for and comes to his people. Even before
Christ came, this was the message of the prophets and the experience of the patriarchs. This
was the good news — that instead of turning away from us and leaving us to fend for ourselves
against hunger and disease, against death and the devil, that we have a Savior, a Father, a friend
and defender who fights with us and for us. Instead of loneliness and isolation, we have the
promise and the presence of a God who you’d never think would want to give up heaven for the
meager delights of a world like this. But here he is. With us. Immanuel.

So in this incredible time of year with the one and only Christmas story fresh in our
minds and hearts, we are set to begin a new year by taking that message to the world. The trees
will come down, but the message of hope is “ever green,” always spring-like and fresh. What
new ways will we find to grow in God this year? How will that Bethlehem baby become our
living reality in 2012?

We think you may have some great ideas about how to share the good news in your
neighborhood. We have noticed that each subdivision, mobile home court or development has
its own personality and its own special kind of community life. Each little pocket of people
presents its own challenge in how to reach those people, but we think you might have some
great ideas on how to reach out to
people in your own area. We will
be asking for your help in 2012 to
get better organized to reach out.

When the first Christians
wanted to reach out to their friends
and neighbors, they met together in
homes each week in addition to
attending formal worship at the
temple. Their house meetings were
social gatherings where fellowship,
prayer and bible study took place.
As I'look at where the Christian
community is strongest, it seems
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From the youth group
Christmas party at the
home of Nils & Brenda
Lenz — (Left) the kids
display their Christmas
goodies—Chocolate
truffles for sale for their
youth activities. Below:
the whole group
including (right) Cara
Chiaramonte home for
the holidays.

that home groups like these are the best way Christians can reach into their communities. Some
of you may be willing to host just such a gathering in your home or at some other meeting place
in your community.

Some of you may have other ideas for ways we can impact the many neighborhoods that
make up the area we serve. That area is huge and diverse, stretching from Zephyrhills to Lutz
and from Dade City to New Tampa. This year, we will be calling people together from
different parts of this large area to brainstorm ideas and help us get organized for outreach. I'm
anxious to hear your thoughts and ideas, and to join you in blazing some new trails into our
communities with the message of God’s love, grace, and peace.

Peace,

Pastor Scott

“a chat with the pastor” is online at:
http.//pastorchat.blogspot.com/
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W& \/an Dyke Church

Worship - Grow - Serve

that works to show other congregations
how to do excellent ministry.

A few years ago, a group of us attended one of Van Dyke Methodist Church’s annual “Real Ideas for Real Church”
conferences. We came back to Atonement with a load of great ideas. We’d like to get a good group together again
to attend their next one in 2012: Thursday, March 1 (1-8pm) and Friday, March 2 (9am-4:30pm).

So close to home means no cost for lodging!
Cost includes registration, materials, Thursday dinner, Friday lunch, beverages & snacks

Workshops and information
will be available
on all aspects of ministry, including:

Property
Christian Ed
Worship
Youth
Music

We want to help you experience great joy and effectiveness in
your ministry in the local church. That’s why we are excited
about inviting you, your staff and volunteers to Real Ideas 2012.

Van Dyke and Grace are two of the largest and fastest growing
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ELCA Neuis.

Atonement WELCA invites all ladies
of the church to participate in

our upcoming events.

January 8: WELCA Sunday - WELCA members will be participat-
ing in the service and providing Fellowship. Beginning in 2012,
WELCA Sunday will be the 2" Sunday of the month. We invite all la-
dies of the church to participate.

January 14: WELCA Meeting - 10 AM at the church. After the
meeting, we’ll be tying lap robes and makes more placemats, both for
the West Winds Assisted Living Facility. Election of officers.
February 11: WELCA Meeting - 10 AM at the church. We were
thinking of holding our sew-a-thon in February, but decided we needed
the meeting to complete plans for the Spring Bazaar.

March 17: Spring Bazaar - We are formulating plans for our an-
nual spring event. More information will be coming.

April 14: Sew-a-Thon to benefit Sew Much Comfort, a national pro-
gram to adapt clothing for wounded service personnel. Last year we
adapted boxer shorts. More information will be coming on this event.

kkkhkkhhhkhhhkhhhhhdhhkhhhhkhhhhhdhhhhdhhkhhdhkhhhhkhhhhhhhkhhhhhhkhhhkhkhhkkhd

WELCA is an active group here at Atonement. We encourage more of
you ladies to join us and get involved in our ministry. For more infor-
mation, contact team leader Barb Turner at turnerfcrv@yahoo.com or
813-713-5771. Many hands are needed! There is so much to do! Big-
gest benefit? The fellowship of this group which is wonderful!



mailto:turnerfcrv@yahoo.com
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January Youtty News 2012

December brought us a fun Christmas party at the Lenz’s. The “Just dance” game
was a big hit with both the kids and the adults. There were also small gifts labeled
with bible verses to give clues as to the contents of the gift.

The Lindt Truffle sale was successful with just over 100 bags sold. The Christmas
cookie sale was a great success as well. The Christmas cookies were quite deli-
cious. Thanks to the youth for your hard work and to our friends and families for
their support!

Date: Saturday, January 14, 2012 at 6:00 PM

Ticket Prices: Admission is $10 at the door.
The Winter Jam Tour Spectacular, Christian music's largest annual tour is founded
and hosted by Grammy®-nominated Christian music mainstay NewSong and pro-
duced by Premier Productions, the Winter Jam 2012 Tour Spectacular will be
headlined by Grammy®-nominated alternative rockers Skillet. The 47-city tour
will also feature Sanctus Real, former Newsboys frontman Peter Furler, Kari Jobe,
Building 429, Group 1 Crew, illusionist Brock Gill, and national speaker Nick
Hall. In addition, the OneVerse Pre-Jam Party will include performances from
Dara Maclean, For King & Country, and We As Human. VeggieTales' Bob and
Larry will also make a special appearance.
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Also in January we will be having a cake decorating contest on the 29™. Each
youth will decorate a cake and we will have the congregation be the judges. Look
on the youth board later this month for more information on this exciting new
creativity contest.

February will bring our Super Bowl trays of wings or Spinach dip in bread bowls.
These will be $12.50 each. Order forms will be available later this month and be
ready for pick up February 5™ between and after services.

Yard sale will be February 4™ at 8am till noon. We will be accepting donations
Sundays January 22, 29 after services and Friday February 3™. Please do not bring
donations before these dates as we do not have room to store these items.

Our next youth meeting will be January 8" after second service.
Youth income:

November Noisy offering $85

Truftle sales $277.50

Christmas Cookie Bake sale $106

Brenda Lenz-Youth Leader
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THE MUSIC CORNER

At this writing, the 26 days of Christmas aren’t over yet. Christmas ends with January 6
celebrating Epiphany, which we know is the commemoration of the Magi’s visit to the Baby
Jesus. Epiphanytide begins on that date and is the season that moves us from Christmas to-
wards Lent. As I wanted to know more about this season, I learned that the three wise things of
Epiphany are:

The visit of the magi to Jesus.

The baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan.

The sign of water that becomes wine in Cana of Galilee.

In these three things the mystery of Christmas as light to all the nations is shown.

As I'say goodbye to Christmas 2011, I will remember that it was filled with happy memo-
ries. It was my first Christmas as choir director of Atonement. I was testing the waters, so to
speak, as far as my work with the choir was concerned. What a joy it is for me that even when
it was late to start work on a cantata (ideally, it should have started at least two months before
the first performance) for the choir to continue its tradition of having a cantata in December, the
choir came through with flying colors. What joy it gave to my heart. The choir performed it 3
times — in church and in two assisted-living facilities, West Winds and Edwinola. In all three, it
gave new meaning to the phrase “you brought such joy to us.” When we realize that indeed we
brought some joy to the hearts of others, then we have truly lived Christmas.

But, Christmas is not just the traditional period that we know. In the words of the song that
Bing Crosby made famous and which gives the “secret of Christmas,” let us remember that
1t’s not the things we do at Christmastime,

But the Christmas things we do all year through.

New Year 2012 has come. Time to do Christmas things all year through. Time for making
resolutions, with the hope that we fulfill them through the year. Therefore, let us RING IN
THE NEW! Let us resolve to give without expecting anything in return. Let us resolve to be a
friend to someone declared by another as unlovable or who has inadvertently or deliberately
hurt us. Let us resolve to always remember that God is all we need, both in famine and in feast.
Let us resolve to be always grateful for God’s bounty and mercy. Let us resolve to commit our-
selves to be the mirror which reflects our Lord to others, and strive to be as close as possible to
the embodiment of compassion — our Lord Jesus Christ.

Thank you to all those who made it possible for my first 10 months as Atonement’s choir
director a very happy and fulfilling period, including Pastor Scott, Ken, the choir, Scott G., the
special summer guests, the office staff, and everyone else whom God knows made it possible.
You certainly made it worth my coming out of retirement

To all of us: MAY THIS NEW YEAR BE BETTER THAN THE LAST! Amen.

Ruby Agnir
Choir Director



http://religion.wikia.com/index.php?title=Liturgy:Christmas&action=edit&redlink=1
http://religion.wikia.com/wiki/Liturgy:Lent
http://religion.wikia.com/index.php?title=Liturgy:Epiphany&action=edit&redlink=1
http://religion.wikia.com/index.php?title=Magi&action=edit&redlink=1
http://religion.wikia.com/wiki/Jesus
http://religion.wikia.com/wiki/Baptism
http://religion.wikia.com/wiki/Jesus
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Special Dates

¢+ New Years Day January 1, 2012
+ Epiphany, January 6, 2012

—Author unknown

a

R ﬂ + Baptism of the Lord, January 8, 2012
T —— e« Martin Luther King’' Jr.

04 Iris Aeppel vance, January 16, 2012

05 Gus Alexakos + Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January

07 Roseana Szvetecz 18-25, 2012

09 Barb Sneddon

11 Noah Zabel A New Years blessing

22 Petra Gayheart May God make your year a happy one!

25 Pauline Byers Not by shielding you from all sorrow and pain,

25 Dorothy Robbins But by strengthening you to bear it as it comes;

29 Mark Santoro Not by making your path easy,
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from you,
But by taking fear from vy
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping your face bright, even in the
shadows;
Not by making your life always pleasant,

15 Howard & Petra Gayheart But by showing you when people and their

16 Brian & Alesha Prescott causes need you most,

26 Tom & Donna Goldwaite And by making you anxious to be there to help.

(66 Years) God’' s | ove, peace, hope
m sorry if | misseyargheddones birthday.
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SpiriTed
Jesonian: Making Jesus a Lifestyle Instead of a Religion
www.spirited2012.com

If everything | had planned in my life had actually come off the way |
planned it, | would have missed out on half the blessings that have come
my way. -- From Jonathan Richard Cring

www.jonathots.com

1. One encounter using humor, wit, insight and music to propel a six-word message:

“‘no one /s better than anyone el se.”
*Jonat han Cr i n gSos Pufpase, masa wagn-up aqgb for Andre

Crouch and the Disciples.

2. Two seasoned professionals absent ego, with hearts for people and the experience

to make a contribution to human lives.

3. Children. Mr. Cring brings the heart of a father, being the parent of four children of

his own making and three he adopted—all grown and covering the globe from China to

Miami to New York to California to Nashville , Tennessee —a living legacy.


http://www.spirited2012.com/
http://www.jonathots.com/

January 2012

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
AA 7 PM | Food Pantry | Food Pantry | Kindermusik Spanish Bible
Worship Praise Team| set-up 9-1 10-2 10AM 4:30 PM
10:00 AM 7PM Kindermusik | Access 10-1 OA 7 PM Spanish wor-
9:30 am Boy Scout ship 5:30
Troop 2
7PM
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Heritage Ser- AA 7 PM Food Pantry | Food Pantry Kindermusik WELCA 10
vice 8:30 Praise Team| set-up 9-1 | 10-2 10AM am
Worship 10:00 7PM Kindermusik | Access 10-1 |  OA7PM Spanish Bible
Youth mtg. 9:30 am Boy Scout 4:30 PM
Deacons 7 PM . .
OUTREACH Troop 2 Spanish wor-
7PM 7PM ship 5:30
15 Heritage 16 17 18 19 20 21
Service 8:30 AA 7 PM Food Pantry | Food Pantry Kindermusik Spanish Bible
Worship 10:00 | prgise Team| set-up9-1 | 10-2 10AM 4:30 PM
SpiriTefj 7PM Kindermusik | Access 10-1 OA7PM Spanish wor-
Both services 9:30 am Boy Scout ship 5:30
Confirmation COUNCIL Troop 2 Baptism
11:308 1pm 7PM 7PM counseling 11
22 23 24* 25 26 27 28
Baptism AA 7 PM Food Pantry Food Pantry Kindermusik Spanish Bible
Heritage Ser- Praise Team Set-Up 9-1 10-2 10AM 4:30 PM
\(/I\(/:griﬁ?p? 1000 7PM Kindermusik Aé:cesss 10-t1 OA7PM Sﬁansiégowor-
Deacons 7 PM 9:30 am oy >cou ship >:
Troop 2
7PM
29 30 31 Jan 24: * Jan 28
Heritage Serv. | AA 7PM | Food Pantry Pastor Scott Discover
" i{3010 o | Praise Team | set-up 9-1 Epe?‘lf' at ﬁtone'\znen;c)
orsni : . . as asco ew embper
w/ Reszouse 7PM Kindermusik Networking orientation,
Confirmation 9:30 am Group 10am

11:300 1pm




