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Is the monthly newsletter of

Atonement Lutheran Church

29617 State Rd. 54 Wesley Chapel, FL 33543
Office: (813) 973-2211 Fax: (813) 973-0950 Email: office@be-at-1.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 8:45am Heritage (with guitars) 10am Traditional
Pastor Scott Lindner Choir Director Ruby Agnir
Office Coordinator Kay Edwards Keyboard Player Kenneth Hanks

Newsletter Editor Carol Reams

on the web at:

be-at-1.org
atonementlutheran.net
http://www.youtube.com/user/AtonementWC
http://picasaweb.google.com/PastorScottLindner
https://picasaweb.google.com/116772807984860510984
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?v=wall&gid=194919999965
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The WELCA Sewa-thon brought out a bevy of ladies to spend a morning modifying clothing for wounded veterans.
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a chat with the pastor
"[Deacons] must hold on to the deep truths of the faith.
Even their own minds tell them to do that. First they must be tested.
Then let them serve as deacons if there is nothing against them."

& 1 Timothy 3:910 (NIV)

Youdbre in for a treat! |l candét wait until May
guest speakers preaching at the 10am service. They are not movie stars, past presidents, or motivational
speakers. They are not retired sports figures or pastors. But they do have some great things to share
with you about how Godds | ove has worked in their

These are the deacon candidates being trained for lay ministry here at Atonement. They have
been reading, studying, bringing communion to ghst and attending classes with me every other
week. They have committed to a twear training period before being eligible to be consecrated as
At onement 6s very first Asynodical deacons. 0 Since
Communion, Old Testament, Preaching, and are now studying the Lutheran Confessions. And in May
they will be preaching in worship.

This is more than just a training exercise. I
practice preaching. | am very proud of each one of them, because each brings a special gift to bear on
their unique presentation of Godds Word. Some of
church. | know you will listen and receive their messages graciously and enthusiastically, and have
encouraging feedback to give them. What 6s mor e,
new insights at Godds amazing |l ove and a whole ne

Peace,

Pastor Scott

with the pastoro is online at: http:// pac

Left: Youth from Atonement
Lutheran Church traveled to
Faith Lutheran Church in
Sarasota for the annual
overnight Volleyball
Tournament sponsored by
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries
of Florida. They won one of
their eight games along with
"the coveted
awardo (bel o

: SewMuch-Comfort at
At one me-athénodn S
April 9
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Heritage Worship

The final Heritage worship service of the
season will be on the last Sunday of May,
the 29th. This service has been an early
(8:45am) alternative to the regular 10am
Sunday service.lt is led with guitars and
drums, bass and harmonicalhe liturgy
for the Heritage Service comes
from traditional American folk tunes, with
old hymns and newer praise music thrown
into the mix.

Thanks to Suzi Morgan, Reuben and Chris
Rymer, Rick Will, and Susan Lindner for
being the Celebration Praise Band this
year. Your hard work, dedication and
sense of fun have made it a joy be part of
this group. Lots of people love this ser-
vice, including me.Thanks for all you do.

Pastor Scott

Ashley Souza

In September of 2009, friends and relatives
of 17 year old Ashley Souza gathered at the
Hospice on Clinton Rd. in Dade City for
her baptism. Ashley's mother Donna was
dying of cancer, and it was her final wish
to see her daughter baptize@onna died
soon after, but Ashley went on to study
medicine at the University of Florida, and
this month will be traveling to Tanzania to
provide emergency treatment to people
there. Atonement has raised over $260 to
help with the trip and show our support for
one of our own family of faith who is do-
ing the Lord's work boldly and faithfully.
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Confirmation

This year's confirmation students will be pre-
senting their final projects on May 29 during
the 10am service.This year's students in-

clude Bendji Balthasar, Vito Chiaramonte,
Tyler Hanks, Mathias Williams, and Sam
Zummo. Please come and encourage our
young members in their journey of faith.

First Communion

Congratulations to Mathias Williams and
Heather Patten, who took their first commun-
ions on April 21 during the evening Maundy
Thursday service. Also, Mathias was bap-
tized at the 10am service on Easter Sunday,
April 24.

&

MAY Bl RTHDAYOS

Laurie Chiaramonte May 8

Marissa Turney May 8

Patti Santoro May 15
Mike Pearsall May 16
Barbara Collette May 16
Joan Scott Mayl17
Bev Pearsall May 18
Geoff Linder May 25
Jackie Lassiter May 26

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
Charles & Laurie Chiaramonte  May 28
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FROM JANUARY 1, 2011 THROUGH MARCH 31, HANDS

2011WE HAVE SERVED 2061 FAMILIES CONSISTING

OF 6787 INDIVIDUALS A TOTAL OF OVER

70,956 POUNDS OF FOOD. PANTRY

The numbers are showing a continued need for our pantry. We are finding new families signing up weekly as well
as our existing families coming in a little less regular. We feel the fuel prices are impacting their capabilities of
coming in weekly. There are a lot of working families coming by. They are tiyimgt the dollar is just not
stretching far enough to make ends meet. When someone finds us and tells us the cupboards are bare and they
have not eaten much for a day or two it makes the whole ministry worth while. It is great to be able to help those
less fortunate and we at the pantry are so thankful for the support of our congregation.

With the shortage in so many pantriesve continue to be able to keep up with our demands. In addition to the

USDA foods, there was a total of approximately 19,256 pounds of food donated to our pantry during the months

of January , February and Mar ch. Sweet bay and Bageli
Golf Assoc held a food drive during their recent golf tournament as well as our local cub scouts and boy scouts and

girl scouts. Grace Family Church in Tampa is a large contributor donating large quantities of produce regularly.

Our Bunnies from Saddlebrook showed up again this year with goodies for the recipients generating over 130
pounds of candy. The surplus candy was donated to our Easter Egg Hunt at church Easter Morning and Resurrec-
tion House. A special thank you goes out to Carol, Jan, Corley, Jean and Stephanie for their hard work.

The Wesley Chapel Postal Carriers have designated us as their recipient of the foods they collect on the May 14
postal food drive. Last year this generated over 7000 pounds of food for us with more than that amount having to
be turned down due to lack of storage. We are looking into additional storage space to accommodate the foods this
year. Anyone who helped last year knows this is a big undertaking. Anyone who feels they can assist this year
PLEASE KEEP MAY 14 AVAILABLE . Help would be needed from approximately 12:30pm to approx 6pm. If
anyone can help please contact Carla {81@38885) to sign up to help. Remember, work with the food pantry
qualifies as required volunteer hours for the youth.

The snowbird volunteers will begin to leave sdoanyone who wants to come volunteer on Tuesday mornings or
Wednesday, stop ih we would love to see you and have your help. If anyone knows of anyone who could use
some food assistance, please tell them of the pantry. No one is turned away. Spread ithgowavduld be
surprised how many you might know who could use a helping hand.

If interested in donating foods, cereal is always needed as well as personal items such as soap, toilet paper, tooth
brushes (ask your dentist), toothpaste, etc. Also, remember, you can recycle your plastic shopping bags with us.

Thanks again for all your support and God Bless.
Carla, Carolyn and Yvette.
God Bless You All for your support and prayers to this special ministry of Atonement.

Matthew 25:40n And t he King wi l | say, "l tell you the truth,
ers and sisters, you were doing it to me.d 0
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Palm Sunday
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WELCA

Atonement WELCA invites all ladies of the church to participate in our upcoming events.
Upcoming Activities:

May 17 WELCA Sunday.

May 77 WELCA Meetingi 10 AM at the church. Wedll be di
Reformation Dinner, October 80and doing another seathon in the fall. We encourage our
ladies of the church to attend. We need you.

Spring Bazaar Report: We again thank all who helped with this project and attended. Aiter

our expenses, we had a profit of $1129.31. Thrivent will match that with $1000. Thus, we real-
ized $2129.31 from this project. We are dividing those funds as follows: $300 to the American
Cancer Society Florida Division ( $100 for each of 3 Relay for Life teams), $700 to Sunrise of
Pasco Domestic Abuse Center, and $725 to the Al & Bea Bidwell Scholarship Fund here at
Atonement with the balance of $404.31 into our general fund for future determination. The
checks will be issued when we receive our check from Thrivent. We certainly appreciate
Thriventdés involvement in our projects.
Sewa-Thon Report: We had a group of 11 ladies who worked on our project, adapting boxer
shorts for wounded service personnel. Some prepared the boxers. Some sewed. 12 boxer
shorts were adapted and sent to Sew Much Comfort. Bonnie Wine, our SMC coordinator, said
that the shorts should probably go to Afghanistan. We certainly thank Bonnie for her guidance.
After the prep work, those not actually sewing made more placemats that will go to West Winds

Assisted Living Facility. These placemats ar
ceived. Thank you to all who worked on these
encourage more participants.

Laprobes: Over the summer weol | make more | ap robe

took our first donation of lap robes and placemats to West Winds. She reported that West
Winds was very appreciative of our efforts and look forward to more.

As you can see, WELCA is an active group here at Atonement. We encourage more of you la-
dies to join us and get involved in our ministry. For more information, contact team leader
Barb Turner aturnerfcrv@yahoo.corar 8137135771. Many hands are needed! There is so

much to do! Also, the fellowship of this group is wonderful!



mailto:turnerfcrv@yahoo.com
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) THE MUSIC CORNER )

The hosannas and alleluias are now fading away. Christ is risen! Oh, what joy
is the thought that we serve and believe in a risen Savior, a living Christ! He lives in the world,
and He lives in our hearts.

| thank the choir and Ken for making our Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday both beautiful and
meaningful services. | was very pleased with how they performed and the lovely sounds that
came from t hem. Do you see the smile on our

Special thanks to Mary Bleakney who joined us in place of Yvette Williams who had under-
gone surgery. What a wonderful gesture that is.

The music for the coming Sundays are relevant to Eastertide. On the first Sunday of Eastertide,
the choir sang fAl 6ve Just Seen Jesuso by the
celebrate with us on our Golden Wedding Anniversary and who were still in town sang with us,

thus helping to commemorate the appearance of Jesus to Mary Magdalene who wept beside the
empty tomb. When Jesus asked Mary Magdal ene v
been taken away. o To which Jesus quietly and

Of course, we know what else Jesus told Mary. He commissioned her to be the bearer of the
good news that He was alive as He had promised. And she did, although no one believed her.

Turning away a bit from Eastertide, the choi
Sunday on May 8. After this, we will go back to singing about the risen Christ and the confi-
dence to face tomorrow instilled in us by His wonderful act of resurrection. Thanks be to God.

| am taking this opportunity to say to those who came to celebrate our anniversary with us how
much we appreciated it. The people of Atonement Lutheran Church is our new family, and our
celebration was with all our familiégsnuclear and extended, friends from the universities we
attended, our fraternal families, our choir and church family of Trinity Church, and our choir
and church family of Atonement.

The invitation for anyone to join our choir family here at Atonement continues to be extended.
| sincerely hope the Holy Spirit will lead you to come and give it a try. Choir practice is on Sat-
urdays, at 2:30 p.m. and on Sundays, at 8:45 a.m.

Ruby Agnir
Director, Celebration Choir
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Thank you to all who helped with our Easter breakfast. It was wonderful! We
want to thank Wolfs Den Restaurant for providing the pancake batter.

Yout h wi |l be having a Mot herds day br
endars.

We are preparing our group for their mission trip to Daytona Beach Julf10

We have 7 youth and 2 adult leaders registered. We are still trying to raise the
money for the van rental.

We will be having another Yard Sale Jurfe We will be taking donations May 22

and 29 after church and on Jurl®@ 37pm. So be sure to start (or finish) your
spring cleaning!

May is also time for graduations! We would like to congratulate our 2011 gradu-
ates: from Wesley Chapel HighCara Chiaramonte and Jacob Fisher, from Wire-
grass Highi Melody Ryback, and from Zephyrhills Higbassandra Lenz. Great
job! Way to go!

Our next meeting will be May 22after second service.

Brenda Lenz
Youth leader

Our youth cooking Easter breakfast



