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Discover Godôs Love  
 

is the monthly newsletter of 
 

Atonement Lutheran Church  
 

29617 State Rd. 54  Wesley Chapel, FL  33543 

Office: (813) 973-2211    Fax: (813) 973-0950     Email: office@be-at-1.org 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP:  10am 

 

Pastor Scott Lindner   Choir Director Ruby Agnir 

 Office Coordinator Kay Edwards  Keyboard Player Kenneth Hanks 

Newsletter Editor Carol Reams 

 

on the web: 
 

 MAIN SITE  www.be-at-1.org  

 MULTIMEDIA atonementlutheran.net 

 YOUTUBE  http://www.youtube.com/user/AtonementWC 

 PICTURES  https://picasaweb.google.com/116772807984860510984 

 FACEBOOK    http://www.facebook.com/group.php?v=wall&gid=194919999965 

Sept 25 ð Ken Hanks (left) played while Ruby Agnir (center) and friend Jeanine Hansen sang 
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Left: Pastor Scott and Susan Lindner at lunch; 

Above: Local author Alyssa K. Harrell came and 

read for the Sunday school kids from the book she 

wrote (when she was 10): Demi and the Dolphins. 

http://demiandthedolphins.authorsxpress.com/ Below, right, and next page: Scenes from 

the Blessing of the Animals service held 

on October 2.  People brought their pets 

in to receive a special prayer and bless-

ing before the regular 10am service.  

Plenty of dogs and cats attended, along 

with a striped gecko (see cover). 
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a chat with the pastor 
 

Jesus began his preaching with the message, 

ñRepent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is close at hand.ò 

 
ð Matthew 4:17 

 

With the constant hot temperatures behind us, thereôs a crispness in the air and folks are 

finally venturing outside in the afternoons.  Florida is becoming paradise again.  How 

appropriate then, that our services in November point us towards heaven.  We have been 

moving in worship week by week through stations of the spirit.  Though weôve ñbeen there 

done thatò long ago with Christmas and Easter, there is still more of our story to be told.  In 

fact, you could say the best is yet to come.  In fact, Novemberôs themes bring us to a glorious 

climax as we contemplate our ultimate destination on All Saintsô (Nov. 2) and the ultimate 

destiny of all things on Christ the King Sunday (Nov. 20). 

Our weekly scriptures and celebrations throughout the year have shown us Godôs 

kingdom approaching and encroaching on this world.  Itôs time to take a look at what will 

happen when that kingdom arrives and heaven becomes present reality.  Those we thought we 

lost to death still live (as Jesus points out in Matthew 22:31-32), and we are with them when we 

praise God and live the life of Godôs kingdom together.  And at last, the kingdom comes (ñeven 

without our prayers,ò Luther reminds us), takes over all things (check out chapter 21 of the 

book of Revelation), and (as Dame Julian Norwich puts it), ñall shall be well, and all shall be 

well, and all manner of things shall be well.ò 

 If this is the direction God is 

moving, weôd better get on board.  

Now is the time to consider what it 

means that God has made you one of 

the saints.  When you were baptized, 

God put you into the divine story and 

made you a part of Jesusô ñoccupy 

earthò movement.  We are camped 

out on this planet until the kingdom 

comes, protesting pain and suffering, 

standing together to proclaim good 
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news to the lost, to feed hungry people, to share the love of Jesus and reach a world that doesnôt 

know what itôs about. 

 And so we begin this November with All Saintsô Sunday, remembering saints 

whoôve gone before us, especially members of our own Atonement familyé 

    Carl & CJ Haberland 

    Lois Peterson 

    Jane Winters 

    Joyce Reimer. 

Recalling the legacy of love they left us and the mercy of Christ that will at last bring us all 

together into that kingdom, we ask: What can we offer now to build on their legacy and keep 

the light shining?  

 One way is to join your church family in mission to feed the poor.  Our big fundraiser 

this year takes place Nov. 12, and weôre sending out an SOS with the aim to ñStock Our 

Shelves.   Last year, Helping Hands food pantry received a $7000 donation, but itôs not there 

this year.  So we are calling out to the community to join us that day for pancake breakfast, 

games, music, and all kinds of fun and fellowship as we raise money to support this amazing 

ministry. 

 And November 20 we round out our yearly journey through the story of faith 

with the Sunday of Christ the King.  That day, we will be doing an ñInstructional Eucharistò 

which walks us through the worship service asking a basic Lutheran question each step of the 

way: ñWhat does this mean?ò  If youôre new to the faith, a little rusty, or maybe itôs been a 

loooong time since confirmation class, youôre sure to learn something new about the way we 

worship God. 

 And what would November be without Thanksgiving?  This year, Thanksgiving 

sits neatly between the close of our present church year and the beginning, with Advent, of the 

next.  What a great time to pause, reflect, count blessings, and be grateful!  All we have comes 

from God, right?  And all we give came from God.  And everything we need is available to us 

through God.  So when we give our offerings we give generously, because weôre sharing with 

the world by giving back to God.  God has made us saints, blessed with divine destiny.  Itôs 

time we live like weôre ready for Godôs kingdom, to give as Godôs people are supposed to give, 

and to love as God loves us.  Better get ready ï Novemberôs almost here! 

      

   Peace,   

   Pastor Scott 

 

ña chat with the pastorò is online at:  
http://pastorchat.blogspot.com/ 
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FROM JANUARY 1, 2011 THROUGH  SEPTEMBER 30, 

 2011 WE HAVE SERVED 6365 FAMILIES CONSISTING 

 OF 20,807 INDIVIDUALS  A TOTAL OF OVER 

200,075 POUNDS OF FOOD.   

SOME OF OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS ONE WED. MORNING GATHERING FOR PRAYER TIME WOW!!!! 
THIS MEANS SINCE JANUARY OF 2010 WE HAVE PASSED OUT OVER 484,000 POUNDS OF FOOD TO OVER 

14,578 FAMILIES!!!!!! This could have not been done without your help including the muscles that have moved all those 
pounds of food. THANK YOU ALL SOOOO MUCH. 
 
The donations keep coming in from you all weekly with the pen in the narthex having approx 150 pounds of food in it weekly.  
This is truly a blessing as USDA has really dropped.  In Sept of 2010 we received 12,390 pounds of food from USDA.  In Sept 
of 2011 we received 2,814 pounds of food from USDA with nothing received from USDA through October 20, 2011.  Part of 
the reason for this is due to a Distributor Contract change from SHFB in Land O Lakes to Volunteer Way in New Port Richey.  
Hopefully they will be back on track soon.  Bagelicious and Sweet Bay on Old Pasco Rd and Wesley Chapel Blvd have re-

mained steady contributors.  PLEASE remember when visiting either of these locations to take a moment to stop at the desk and 
tell them Thank You for their continued support of your pantry @ Atonement.   A Thank You goes a long way. 
 
It is fall and our little ones are into the food drives again.  The Academy At the Lakes, Kids R Kids on Collier, and Garden 
Montessori School on Boyette are all organizing their food drives.  The kindergarten class @ Garden Montessori even held a 
car wash/bake sale and raised over $450 to help purchase turkeys.  The Giraffe Club officers and the kindergarten class from 
Garden Montessori will both be coming in November to volunteer.  The kids so look forward to it.  Both schools have said that 
their effort is to teach the children that hunger is not only in other countries but in their own backyards , but to teach them that it 

takes more than just writing a check.  It takes hard work to put this all together.  God Bless them all. 
 
Our SOS PANCAKE BREAKFAST AND FESTIVAL is right around the corner.  REMEMBER IT IS SAT., NOV 12 FROM 
8am-2pm.  It should be tons of fun.  Make sure you come and join us and spread the word to your communities.  In addition to 
great pancakes furnished by Wolfs Den Restaurant (Frank Reams our head chef) there will be live music, pony rides, bounce 
house, and games for the kids.  Best of all our DUNK THE PASTOR tank (if you donôt want to torture Pastor ï Willie and 
Bryan will also be joining in).  If anyone wants to help us that Sat morning to either serve or help man some of the games please 
see or  contact Carla @ 813-310-8885.  It should be a very fun and worthwhile day. 
 

THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH  and God Bless You All for your support and prayers to this special ministry of Atonement. 

Carla and Yvette 
 

Matthew 25:40  ñAnd the King will say, 'I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my broth-

ers and sisters, you were doing it to me.ô ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HELPING  

 

 HANDS 

  

  PANTRY 
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Atonement WELCA invites all ladies of the church to participate                in our 

upcoming events.  

November 6: WELCA Sunday. WELCA members will be participating in the 

service. The Youth will be doing Fellowship with the November birthdays cake.  
November 12: WELCA meeting ï 10 AM. We will be discussing the upcoming bake 

sale and cookie exchange. The proceeds of the bake sale go to the Al & Bea Bidwell 

Scholarship Fund for our graduating seniors who apply. In addition, WELCA will be 

helping with the SOS (Stock Our Shelves) Extravaganza to benefit our food pantry. The 

Extravaganza is 8 AM ï 2 PM with breakfast, clowns, face painting, dunk tank (dunk 

the pastor), and a Christian band. We will ótake our leaveô from the Extravaganza at 10 

for a quick meeting. Please plan to attend, ladies. Thank you.  

November 20: WELCA Bake Sale before and after the service. Donations of bake 

goods will be appreciated. As noted above, the proceeds will benefit the Al & Bea 

Bidwell Scholarship Fund. Watch the church announcements for further info.  

 
WELCA is an active group here at Atonement. We encourage more of you ladies to join us and get 

involved in our ministry. For more information, contact team leader Barb Turner at 

turnerfcrv@yahoo.com or 813-713-5771. Many hands are needed! There is so much to do! Also, 

the fellowship of this group is wonderful!  
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Many thanks for all who helped setting up for the fall festival. A special thanks to the Patten 

family for making the youth room quite spooky!  

We will be taking orders and selling Lindt Truffles  in November and early December. The 

cost is $10 for a bag of 28 truffles. First delivery of candy will be just before Thanksgiving. 

Funds raised will help defray the cost for the confirmation students to go to The Holy Land Ex-

perience in Orlando. 

Golf tournament will be November 19th. So save the date, location to be announced later. 

Youth will have fellowship November 6, organized by the Lindners, and the last Sunday No-

vember 27th. We will be practicing our special music November 20 after service and at 9am on 

the 27th. 

The holidays are fast approaching, holiday shopping has begun. We can help with gift sugges-

tions! Youth have Business discount cards available for $20. These make great gifts as they are 

good for discounts at local merchants through June 2012. We also have a few cook books still 

available these are $8.  If interested please see any youth.  

Since this is a month of giving thanks, we would like to thank all who contribute to the Big 

Green Recycle bin and who bring in aluminum cans for the youth. Last month our cans brought 

us $22 and $24 from Green Fiber for our papers. You also kept all that trash out of our land fill  

and helped the youth as well!!! 

 

 


