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Discover Godôs Love  
 

is the monthly newsletter of 
 

Atonement Lutheran Church  
 

29617 State Rd. 54  Wesley Chapel, FL  33543 

Office: (813) 973-2211    Fax: (813) 973-0950     Email: office@be-at-1.org 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP:  10am 

 

Pastor Scott Lindner   Choir Director Ruby Agnir 

 Office Coordinator Kay Edwards  Keyboard Player Kenneth Hanks 

Newsletter Editor Carol Reams 

 

on the web: 
 

 MAIN SITE  be-at-1.org  

 MULTIMEDIA atonementlutheran.net 

 YOUTUBE  http://www.youtube.com/user/AtonementWC 

 PICTURES  https://picasaweb.google.com/116772807984860510984 

 FACEBOOK    http://www.facebook.com/group.php?v=wall&gid=194919999965 

Family and sponsors gathered for the celebration of A.J. Gieskingôs baptism, August 14, 2011 
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a chat with the pastor 
 

ñWhere two or three  

are gathered in my name,  

I am there among them.ò 

 
ð Matthew 18:20 

 

 Itôs been said that we preachers see people at least three times in their lives: when 

they're ñhatched, matched, and dispatchedò ð baptized, married, and buried.  New research 

finds that people are healthier (living an average of seven years longer) and happier (lower 

stress level and less fear of death) attending church in between those mega-milestones.  No big 

surprise to those who find that itôs more than just a chance to catch up with your friends for the 

week.   

 Since God made us in his own image, coming to church helps remind us who we really 

are.  As the baptismal song ñBorning Cryò puts it, ñWe were made to praise the living Lord, to 

whom we now belong.ò  Just like in marriage where spouses need to spend face-to-face time 

together so they can keep knowing each other well, worship is our face time with God.  He 

shows his face to us through the Scriptures and embraces us with forgiveness through 

confession and absolution.  Week by week our Lord welcomes us into his house, feeds us with 

the meal of communion, and fills us with blessings to take out into the world.   

 As September starts, you will see a few minor changes happening in worship.  We want 

to make sure nobody forgets the number one reason we 

gather at church, or WHO it is we need to come for.  Itôs not 

just to feel better or chat with our neighbors, but to connect 

and help others connect with God.  While encouraging 

A.J. Giesking at the moment of baptism  Carl and C.J. Haberland, united with Christ through baptism in death 
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friendly greetings and brief exchanges, 

we want to make sure those donôt 

interfere with the ability of others to 

worship and pray.  Before and after 

services are the best times for 

fellowship.  Worship time is for what 

we all need the most ð worshiping! 

 So set your alarm this Sunday 

and get ready to return with joy and 

gladness.  Let God welcome you into 

his arms and donôt forget to invite your 

friends.  Youôll be doing them a favor! 

    

   Peace,   

   Pastor Scott 

 

ña chat with the pastorò is online at:  
http://pastorchat.blogspot.com/ 

 
During the week of August 2-6, children 

gathered at Atonement to play, pray, sing and 

learn from four young counselors from 

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries of Florida.  The 

children came from the church and from the 

community.  Thanks to all who gave 

scholarships to help these young people attend.   
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Jan Gerle brought ñBitsyò to be blessed at the 

blessing of animals in 2009.  We will have another 

service of blessing for animals before the 10 am 

worship service on October 2. 

Confirmation Begins 

Confirmation is a two-year learning and discipleship 

experience for 7th and 8th graders.  Confirmation classes 

cover the basics of the faith and how to live it out.  Through 

a combination of Bible studies, service projects and fun 

outings, young people grow closer to God and to each other 

and are prepared to become full members of their church 

family.  More than just a preparation for youth group, 

confirmation teaches that we all have special gifts to use in 

serving God and our neighbor.  

An informational meeting for confirmation students and 
their parents will take place on September 10 at 11am.  

Confirmation officially begins on Sunday September 11 with 

a special blessing of all our 2011-2012 confirmation 

students.   We are also looking for at least one more adult 

volunteer to help with the service projects and/or fun 

activities.  

 

Traffic control resumes 

Beginning August 28 we will once more have deputies 

helping with traffic in and out of church Sunday mornings.  

They will be parked out near the entrance with their flashing 

lights on to alert traffic going both directions to be careful. 

Does God Care? 
September/October 
worship/sermon series 

 

Unemployment, riots and revolutions, crime and injustice, hurricanes and famines.  Many people wonder these 

days if God just might be busy somewhere else.  ñDoes God care?ò is a question many sincere believers ask when 

their own lives seem to be falling apart.  So what is the evidence of Godôs love ð how do we KNOW He cares? 

 

September 11 God cares about PAIN  on the 10th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, 

      we remember the tragedy and see how it points us to hope 

 

September 18 God cares about HIS PEOPLE the story of Israel tells of a nation raised to be Godôs 

      own, and how much love it takes to forgive 

 

September 25 God cares about ALL PEOPLE not one to play favorites, God breaks through the 

      boundaries we put between people to love us all 

 

October 2 God cares about CREATION bring your pets to church before worship for a  

      special blessing to celebrate Godôs care for creation 

 

October 9 God cares about YOU  maybe the most amazing thing of all is how much you  
      matter to  your heavenly Father 
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FROM JANUARY 1, 2011 THROUGH  JULY 31,  

 2011 WE HAVE SERVED 4853 FAMILIES CONSISTING 

OF 15830 INDIVIDUALS  A TOTAL OF OVER 

 167,658 POUNDS OF FOOD. 

 

 

First of all I want to extend a personal thank you to all who have stepped forward in helping take over my pantry 

duties for the past few months.  It was really appreciated.  The pantry is very close to my heart and was to Carlôs.  I 

canôt thank you all enough.  I love you all.  I am now back in with both feet.  If anyone has any cares or concerns 

or questions feel free to contact me. 
 

The numbers are showing a continued need for our pantry.  We are seeing over 20 new families signing up weekly.  

In addition to food supplies ï during the month of August we were also able to pass out school supplies including 

back packs thanks to the generosity of our congregation, the community, and Walgreens who permitted us to pur-

chase large quantities at sale prices with an additional 15% discount.  When shopping at the Walgreens @ SR54 

and Bruce B Downs, Sweetbay on SR54 and Old Pasco Rd, and Bagelicious remember to tell them thank you for 

their support of our pantry. With shortages in so many pantries ï we are truly blessed.   

 

Our volunteers have remained steady.  Thank you to the youth who came forward this summer.  You filled the gap 

the snowbirds left.  I hope you all enjoyed helping as much as we enjoyed having you.  Remember us during the 

Thanksgiving and Christmas breaks.   

 
The youth collected and passed out clothes the first two open Wednesdays in August.  This was  appreciated by the 

pantry recipients.  Thanks kids for remembering the pantry. 

 

 If anyone knows of anyone who could use some food assistance, please tell them of the pantry.  No  one is turned 

away.  Spread the word ï you would be surprised how many you might know who could use a helping hand. 

If interested in donating foods, cereal is always needed as well as personal items such as soap, toilet paper, tooth 

brushes (ask your dentist), toothpaste, etc.  Also, remember, you can recycle your plastic shopping bags with us. 

 

Thanks again for all your support and God Bless. 

 

Carla 
 

God Bless You All for your support and prayers to this special ministry of Atonement. 

Matthew 25:40  ñAnd the King will say, 'I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my broth-

ers and sisters, you were doing it to me.ô ò 

  HELPING  

 

   HANDS 

 

      PANTRY 
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    WOW!  
         [I mean bow - wowé] 

 

Hi kids,  

 

My name is Bitsy and I am a 7 ½  pound Maltipoo.  I am a registered therapy 

dog and that means I get to do all sorts of fun things because I know how to 

behave.  I live with your Sunday School teacher, Jan Gerle.  

 

I am going to go to Sunday School at Atonement Lutheran Church start-

ing September 11 th  and I hope you sign up for class so we can see each 

other. I need help learning my Bible stories and I hope you will help teach me.  

 

Tell Mom or Dad you want to sign up for a really fun time every Sunday at 10 

AM. Tell your friends too so they can come and join in.  

 

There is a sign - up sheet in the narthex on the bulletin 

board. Class starts soon and we hope to see you 

there.  

 

Bow wow, we are going to have fun!!   

 

  Love,  

                Bitsy (and Jan)  

P.S.   Did you know D.O.G. means  

  òDepend On Godó ? 
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