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a chat with the pastor

"He must increase, but | must decrease."

d John 3:20

The theme for our youth mission tripl Above: Pastor Scott speaks to the newly chartered

to Louisiana Wwas g, geoutTroop2: Below, left: Julie Kaufmann Al of

Us. o Ma'y b? t .h' s should ' with her mom Donna cut the cake to celebrate June
for us Christians. The .nbirthdays; right: On the mission trip to Tallulah, LAl N t h?
i neyer_yeavgs us_feel'Hannah Ungerer doesnodt JP? 8&
stuff usually brings with it some joyful surprise, and the ] '
feeling that everythi ngo siEks S

This newsletter is yop esuso

stuff. Here you will find opportunities to add worship, 1
fun, serving others, finding God in the Word, and a who SR
host of other things to your summer. Come join us at :
Atonement and get into the Jesus stuff!

Peace,
Pastor Scott
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Above: Jordyn Dolente is
the 2010 recipient of the Al
and Bea Bidwell Memorial
scholarship, given out by
At onement 6s v
group; Right: The newly
formed Boy Scout Troop 2
is chartered by Atonement
Lutheran Church; Below,
left: workers from
Wiregrass Mall deliver food
to the food pantry; right:
Pastor Scott visits Mike
Pearsall at the Edwinola in
Dade City
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Words ofWisdom from

Martin Luther

In the 15206s, early in his career as a reformer,
book of the prophet Isaiah. In them he treats many themes, but he really hits his stride
when he deals with the life of King Hezekiah fi his struggles against the Assyrian

invaders and his later iliness and crisis of faith. Here he warns of the dangers of pride.

Ambition, presumption, and boasting are great monsters in life,
and this plague vexes the life of every man and especially old people.
Beyond this comes the perpetual passion of ambition, by which our
whole life is besieged. What shall | say? All periods of our life are beset
by the most ungodly sins. Therefore it is not evil for us to be oppressed
by countless dangers and afflictions.

| have asked God day by day to free me from ambitishall not
avoid it as long as | live. So in King Hezekiah (Isaiah 39) this sin could
not be overcome, no matter how much it was suppressed by cares. Read
about it in the Books of Kings, how he was charged with the sin of
unthankfulness after his illness. If this most godly king could not be
freed from pride, how can my opponents Erasmus, Bucer, Zwargli,
others, who are nothing but people infected with pride in their own
excellencies and with hatred?

| do not know how to stand up against this sin. For praise puffs us
up, hatred exasperates us. Where do we want to go? Shall we run into
the desert? There we will become devils. Alas, FAmmay grief
befall you! What trouble you create! This king could not be cleansed of
the disease by two extreme trials, and no man has ever been able to
surpass him. Therefore we must despair of ourselves and run to Christ
and beg Him to be gracious.

This is a dreadful and accursed sin for the sake of which death
would have to be desired, so that we might return to ashes as quickly as
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possible, because here a most godly king could not be cleansed of it in
three cleansings. Therefore | impress upon you to have faith, because
faith very urgently I mpresses upon
this pride of yours will never leave you.
Beware of this pride and
arrogance, you shepherds of souls.
For the arrogance of humility is
more potent and more pestilential
than pride. The people who under
the guise of humility imagine
themselves to be good seemingly
spurn praise and yet love nothing
more than this. This is the most
pestilential kind of human life,
which is attacked everywhere by
various sins and most of all by
arrogance.
Faith must fight against this
above all. So here the king became
puffed up and ungrateful through
the flattery and honor of the envoys,
so that he forgot God more than enough and exalted himself. Is this not
a shameful thing? Let it be an example to our faith, so that when we
have been felled by such and similar sins, we may be awakened to the
mercy of God. For here the most honorable king is leprous from head to
foot with this disease of arrogance. Therefore our life is full of dangers.
When we have conquered all sins, if this is possible, along comes
the queen of sins, pride, which seeks glory in its own goodness.
Therefore our most hostile enemies and afflictions are our best agents to
conguer this sin. Friends and flatterers are our worst enemies. Hence St.
Augustine says: Al f you scold me,
worse. o

'.q.‘
1[0y
w

oo w41



Atonement Update July 2010 Page 5

Mission trip to Tallulah,
Louisianad June 1318

Clockwise from above,
right: chaperone Cotta
Ungerer discusses the
trip with parent Brenda
Lenz; Natalie Santoro -
helps scrape rust off an &
old carport; Natalie and
Hannah join Alisa in a
visit with 98 year old &
John Coors; at a park in
Vicksburg, Cassie and
Kathie mug for the
camera; George helps |
clean up amid the ruins
left by a tornado; Team
Tallulah gets ready to
return home.




